FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 5:1-7
Let me sing to my friend
the song of his love for his vineyard.
My friend had a vineyard
on a fertile hillside.
He dug the soil, cleared it of stones,
and planted choice vines in it.
In the middle he built a tower,
he dug a press there too.
He expected it to yield grapes,
but sour grapes were all that it gave.
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and men of Judah, I ask you to judge
between my vineyard and me.
What could I have done for my vineyard
that I have not done? I expected it to yield
grapes. Why did it yield sour grapes instead?
Very well, I will tell you what I am going to
do to my vineyard: I will take away its hedge
for it to be grazed on, and knock down its wall
for it to be trampled on. I will lay it waste,
unpruned, undug; overgrown by the briar and
the thorn. I will command the clouds to rain
no rain on it. Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of
hosts is the House of Israel, and the men of
Judah that chosen plant.
He expected justice, but found bloodshed,
integrity, but only a cry of distress.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

R./ The vineyard of the Lord
is the House of Israel.

SECOND READING

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Philippians 4:6-9

There is no need to worry; but if there is
anything you need, pray for it, asking God for
it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace
of God, which is so much greater than we can
understand, will guard your hearts and your
thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, fill
your minds with everything that is true,
everything that is noble, everything that is
good and pure, everything that we love and
honour, and everything that can be thought
virtuous or worthy of praise. Keep doing all the

things that you learnt from me and have been taught
by me and have heard or seen that I do. Then the
God of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

I call you friends, says the Lord,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew 21:33-43
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the
people, ‘Listen to another parable. There was a
man, a landowner, who planted a vineyard; he
fenced it round, dug a winepress in it and built a
tower; then he leased it to tenants and went abroad.
When vintage time drew near he sent his servants to
the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants
seized his servants, thrashed one, killed another and
stoned a third. Next he sent some more servants,
this time a larger number, and they dealt with them
in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them.
“They will respect my son,” he said. But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to each other, “This
is the heir. Come on, let us kill him and take over
his inheritance.” So they seized him and threw him
out of the vineyard and killed him. Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those tenants?’ They answered, ‘He will bring those
wretches to a wretched end and lease the vineyard
to other tenants who will deliver the produce to him
when the season arrives.” Jesus said to them, ‘Have
you never read in the scriptures:

It was the stone rejected by the builders

that became the keystone.

This was the Lord’s doing

and it is wonderful to see?

‘I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be
taken from you and given to a people who will
produce its fruit.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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FOCUS ON THE WORD: The common theme of today’s readings is the
necessity of bearing fruit in the Christian life. The readings warmn us of the punishment for spiritual
sterility, ingratitude, and wickedness. In today’s first reading, called, Isaiah’s Song of the Vineyard,
the prophet describes God’s care of, and expectations for, His Chosen People. God’s Chosen
People failed to bear fruit, in spite of the blessings lavished upon them by a loving and forgiving
God. Further, they were poor tenants in the Lord’s vineyard. Hence, God laments: “I expected My
vineyard to yield good grapes. Why did it yield sour ones instead?”’ In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells
an allegorical parable in which the landowner is God, the vineyard is Israel as God’s special people,
and the tenants are the political and religious leaders of Israel. The story emphasizes the failure of
the tenants, the Chosen People of God and their leaders, to produce fuits of righteousness, justice,
and mercy. Giving a theological explanation of Israel’s history of gross ingratitude through the
parable, Jesus reminds us Christians that, since we are the ‘“new” Israel, enriched with
additional blessings and provisions in the Church, we are expected to show our gratitude to
God by bearing fruits of the kingdom, fiuits of the Holy Spirit, in our lives, giving Him all the Glory.
Life messages: 1) Are we good fruit-producers in the vineyard of the Church?

2) Are we fruit-producers in the vineyard of the family?

3) Are we ready to face these hard questions? Have we come close to fulfilling God’s dream
about us? What kind of grapes do we as a parish community produce? Are they sweet or
sour? What is our attitude toward everything God has given to us? © https://frtonyshomilies.com/

R 31. Synodality and young people
"”I MELBOURNE

"7ISYNOD  Young people long to be heard and taken seriously. Synodality
invites the Church to listen attentively to their questions and hopes.

The synod assembly will be held across the weekend of 4-6 December 2026, more information is
available at melbournecatholic.org/synod2026

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN: The Parish of St John the Baptist, and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are
committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our
community. May our message be that child protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility
of everyone. You can find out more about the church’s work in this area at:
www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.

MEMORIALS/FEASTS — MONTH OF THE ROSARY SEASON OF CREATION: Ends on 4th October, 2026
Sun 4t Oct  Feast of St Francis Assisi  Mon 5 Oct St Faustina Kowalska Tues 6" Oct St Bruno
Wed 7" Oct Our Lady of the Rosary Fri 9t Oct St Denis martyr & companions, and St John Leonardi.

I have come that you may have life and have it to the full
(John 10:10)
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